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SECRET KUWAIT 4918 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS, KU 

SUBJECT: KUWAITI INTEREST IN PURCHASING US WEAPONS 

REF: (A) STATE 204022, (B) STATE 173178, (C) 76 STATE 63992. 

1 . IN MEETING AUGUST 30 I INFORMED DEFENSE MINISTER SHAIKH 
SA'AD ABDULLAH OF USG WILLINGNESS TO PROVIDE ANTI-AIRCRAFT 
GUNS (SUCH AS VULCAN AND ERAD IN WHICH GOK HAD EXPRESSED 
INTEREST IN REASONABLE NUMBERS. DEF. MIN. EXPRESSED HIS 
APPRECIATION AND SAID THAT, AFTER END OF RAMADHAN (ABOUT TWO 
WEEKS), MINISTRY OF DEFENSE WOULD REVIEW KUWAITI NEEDS FOR 
LOW-LEVEL ANTI AIRCRAFT GUN SYSTEM TO BE INTEGRATED WITH 
IHAWK MISSILE SYSTEM AND INFORM US OF ITS INTENTIONS (REF A). 

2. 1 ALSO INFORMED SHIAKH SA'AD THAT PREVIOUS USG OFFER TO 
PROVIDE SP HOWITZERS REMAINED VALID, BUT THAT CURRENT 
DELIVERY TIME OF LAST HALF OF 1982 UNFORTUNATELY COULD NOT 
BE ADVANCED (REF B ). 

3. DEF. MIN REITERATED GOK DISAPPOINTMENT WITH LONG 
LEAD TIME FOR DELIVERY AND ASKED IF THIS COULD BE 
ACCELERATED. HE OBSERVED THAT I WAS AWARE OF A 
SECRET 
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PAGE 02 KUWAIT 04918 310627Z 

FRENCH OFFER TO PROVIDE SIMILAR ARTILLERY. 

4. 1 ASSURED SHAIKH SA'AD THAT I HAD EXPLORED EVERY 
POSSIBLE ANGLE IN AN EFFORT TO ADVANCE THE HOWITZER 
DELIVERY DATE WITHOUT SUCCESS. I NOTED THAT THE SP 
HOWITZER WAS A VERY POPULAR WEAPON AND THAT, ACCORDING 
TO MY INFORMATION, A GOOD PART OF THE PRODUCTION OF 
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THIS WEAPON PRIOR TO 1982 WAS DESTINED FOR KUWAIT'S 
MIDDLE EASTERN NEIGHBORS, JORDAN, SAUDI ARABIA, AND IRAN. 

I CONFIRMED MY AWARENESS OF THE FRENCH OFFER AND EXPLAINED 
THAT I WAS NOT AN ARMS SALESMAN ANXIOUS TO SELL 
THESE HOWITZERS, BUT THAT I SIMPLY WISHED TO REAFFIRM 
THAT AN EARLIER DELIVERY DATE WAS NOT POSSIBLE, SO THAT 
THE GOK COULD REACH ITS OWN DECISION IN THIS MATTER. 
MOREOVER, I WARNED SHAIKH SA'AD THAT, IF THE GOK DID NOT 
REACH AN EARLY DECISION ON THIS HOWITZER OFFER, I COULD 
NOT BE CERTAIN THAT THIS 1982 DELIVERY DATE WOULD HOLD, 
NOTING THAT GOK INDECISION HAD ALREADY CAUSED EARLIER 
DELIVERY DATE OF 1981 TO SLIP ONE YEAR. I SUGGESTED THAT 
ACCORDING TO CHUSLOK'S AND MY ANALYSIS OF THE 
KUWAITI ARMED FORCES ABILITY TO ABSORB THIS MODERN 
ARTILLERY, THE 1982 DELIVERY DATE WAS PROBABLY NOT 
UNREASONABLE. 

5. DEF MIN SAID HE WOULD REVIEW THIS QUESTION AS 
WELL AS THE OFFER OF AN ANTI-AIRCRAFT GUN SYSTEM WITH 
HIS STAFF AFTER RAMADHAN AND LET ME KNOW HIS REACTION. 
MAESTRONE 
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